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RESPONSE TO INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS GROUP COMMENTS (IBG) 

Response to Comment Letter IBG1 

Comment IBG1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP for participating 
in the environmental process for the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comments were 
considered during identification of the Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. 
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is 
available for review. 

The build alternatives would all require full acquisition of the properties where Sports Authority, 
Days Inn, and Fountain Valley Skating Center are located, along with partial acquisition of the 
property where Boomers is located on the south side of I-405, between Magnolia Street and 
Warner Avenue, as discussed in Section 3.1.4.2.3 of the Draft EIR/EIS. OCTA and Caltrans have 
developed design options for all of the alternatives that would remove the braided ramps between 
Warner Avenue and Magnolia Street on the north and/or south sides of I-405. If the design 
option for removal of the ramps on the south side of I-405 is incorporated into the Preferred 
Alternative, no acquisition or relocation of any of these properties would be required. Please see 
Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 

Comment IBG1-2 

Discussion of the Fountain Valley Skating Center within the Final EIR/EIS has been 
supplemented, as applicable, with the information provided in the comment. See also Common 
Response – Impacts to Businesses. 

Comment IBG1-3 

Please see Response to Comment IBG1-2. 

Comment IBG1-4 

Relocation assistance would be provided if relocation of the Fountain Valley Skating Center is 
required. As noted in Response to Comment IBG1-1, a design option has been identified that 
would avoid acquisition of the Fountain Valley Skating Center. Please also see Response to 
Comment IBG1-1. 

Comment IBG1-5 

The Relocation Impact Memorandum was prepared in accordance with the Caltrans ROW 
manual, and data was utilized from readily available sources as cited in the Draft EIR/EIS. 
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Please see Response to Comment IBG1-1. Please also see Responses to Comments IBG1-2 and 
IBG1-3 and also Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 

Comment IBG1-6 

The Draft EIR/EIS and the Relocation Impact Memorandum were prepared consistent with the 
Caltrans SER and the requirements of CEQA and NEPA. As noted in Response to Comment 
IBG1-1, a design option has been identified that would avoid acquisition of the Fountain Valley 
Skating Center. See also Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 

Comment IBG1-7 

See Response to Comment IBG1-6.  

Comment IBG1-8 

Excess lands will be handled in accordance with Caltrans policy regarding disposal of excess 
lands, including Chapter 16 of the Caltrans ROW manual. Please also see Response to Comment 
IBG1-1. 

Comment IBG1-9 

Please see Response to Comment IBG1-1 and also Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 

Comment IBG1-10 

Please see Response to Comment IBG1-1 and also Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 
Your comment and all other comments received are included in this Final EIR/EIS and are part 
of the public and administrative record for the project. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG2 

Comment IBG2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) for 
participating in the environmental process for the I-405 Improvement Project. ACEC’s comment 
was considered during identification of the Preferred Alternative as described in the Final 
EIR/EIS. ACEC will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see 
Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification and Measure M Funding. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG3 

Comment IBG3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank the Automobile Club of Southern California (AAA) for participating 
in the environmental process for the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comments were 
considered during identification of the Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. 
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AAA will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common 
Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment IBG3-2 

Mitigation measures are one response to environmental impacts. Excess toll revenue from the 
Express Lanes under Alternative 3 is not mitigation for any of the project impacts. Excess toll 
revenues (i.e., net revenues after all operating, maintenance, capital, debt service, and other 
expenditures) from the Express Lanes in Alternative 3 would be available for OCTA to expend 
on transportation improvements in the I-405 corridor consistent with the provisions of the 
California Streets and Highways Code Section 143 (j)(1). If Alternative 3 becomes the Preferred 
Alternative, the OCTA Board would adopt a policy regarding the use of net revenues. 

Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding. 

Comment IBG3-3 

Carpools (i.e., HOVs) meeting the occupancy requirement would not be charged to use the 
Express Lanes in Alternative 3. With respect to a potential change in the HOV occupancy 
requirement, see Common Response – Opposition of Tolling. Due to the increased capacity in all 
of the build alternatives, traffic currently diverting to local streets to avoid congestion on I-405 is 
expected to divert back onto the freeway, thereby improving traffic on local streets nearby. One 
of the unusual characteristics of I-405 in the project area is that it is a diagonal roadway 
superimposed on a grid system of local arterial streets; therefore, there are essentially no local 
streets that run exactly parallel to I-405.  

Response to Comment Letter IBG4 

Comment IBG4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank Barnard Ventures for participating in the environmental process for 
the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the 
Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. Barnard Ventures will be notified when 
the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative 
Identification.  

The proposed improvements do not encroach onto the property of the businesses at 18349 Euclid 
Street. Access to the site is not anticipated to be affected, and no impacts (i.e., temporary or 
permanent) to the existing driveway are anticipated. The proposed retaining wall limits start 35 ft 
from the Euclid Street curb line. In addition, the proposed project impacts along Euclid Street 
north of the freeway undercrossing in the area of the businesses are minimal, and it is not 
anticipated to impact the traffic patterns significantly during and after construction. With the 
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proposed new southbound on-ramp from Ellis Avenue, traffic congestion southbound on Euclid 
Street could be reduced as a result of a better operating intersection at the southbound I-405 
ramps, hence improving traffic conditions in the vicinity of the businesses. 

Comment IBG4-2 

Based on the close proximity to I-405, the noise increase at the businesses as a result of the 
project is directly related to the forecasted increase in traffic along I-405 in the future. The 
proposed improvements stay within the existing State ROW.  

The proposed widening adjacent to the referenced property will be slightly lower than existing 
freeway grades and elevations; therefore, visibility to the businesses would not be adversely 
affected from either northbound or southbound lanes. 

Comment IBG4-3 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG5 

Comment IBG5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank C.J. Segerstrom & Sons for participating in the environmental process 
for the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the 
Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. C.J. Segerstrom & Sons will be notified 
when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – Preferred 
Alternative Identification.  

The distance between the southern termination of the Express Lanes and the Bristol Street off-
ramp is sufficient to accommodate the number of lane changes required to access the exit. 
Signage will be detailed during final design and will adhere to freeway signing standards in the 
California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

Comment IBG5-2 

Please see Response to Comment IBGS-1.  

Comment IBG5-3 

Please see Common Response – Impacts to Businesses. 
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Response to Comment Letter IBG6 

Comment IBG6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank the Costa Mesa Chamber of Commerce for participating in the 
environmental process for the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during 
identification of the Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. The Costa Mesa 
Chamber of Commerce will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please 
see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG7 

Comment IBG7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank Elwyn California for participating in the environmental process for 
the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the 
Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. Elwyn California will be notified when 
the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Other than potential for standard construction-related delays on the mainline and arterials, it is 
not anticipated that construction of the Preferred Alternative would affect pickup or dropoff of 
Elwyn California clients. Please continue to coordinate with OCTA regarding your concerns 
associated with ACCESS service to your facility. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG8 

Comment IBG8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank John Wayne Airport for participating in the environmental process for 
the I-405 Improvement Project and acknowledge that John Wayne Airport has no comments on 
the Draft EIR/EIS. John Wayne Airport will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for 
review. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG9 

Comment IBG9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank the Seal Beach Chamber of Commerce for participating in the 
environmental process for the I-405 Improvement Project. The Seal Beach Chamber of 
Commerce will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common 
Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall, Air Quality, Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los 
Angeles County Line, Health Risks, and Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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Comment IBG9-2 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter IBG10 

Comment IBG10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank the South Coast Collection for participating in the environmental 
process for the I-405 Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during 
identification of the Preferred Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. The South Coast 
Collection will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common 
Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment IBG10-2 

Please see Response to Comment IBG10-1 and Common Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange 
County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Comment IBG10-3 

The 18 months described in the Draft TMP for the construction duration at the Harbor Boulevard 
interchange consists of all major activities, such as widening of the Harbor Boulevard 
Undercrossing structures on both sides of I-405. Traffic mitigation, such as overnight 
construction, 55-hour closures over the weekend, and ramp detours, is anticipated to minimize 
traffic disruption to the surrounding local businesses and residents in the area. Please see 
Common Response – Replacement of Fairview Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express 
Lanes.  

Comment IBG10-4 

Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview Road Overcrossing/Truncation of 
Tolled Express Lanes.  

Comment IBG10-5 

Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview Road Overcrossing/Truncation of 
Tolled Express Lanes.  

Comment IBG10-6 

Please see Common Response – Compensation for Construction Impacts. 

Comment IBG10-7 

Please see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview Road Overcrossing/Truncation of 
Tolled Express Lanes. 
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Response to Comment Letter IBG11 

Comment IBG11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank The Gerral Group/Seville Properties for participating in the 
environmental process for the I-405 Improvement Project. The Gerral Group Seville Properties 
will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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